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1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT DON OBERDORFER BY-LINER PAGE A5, 

THE WASHINGTON POST, MONDAY, AUGUST 9, HEADED "U.S. 

CONCEDES PROBABLE ROLE IN INDIAN A-BLAST." 

2. IN A REVERSAL OF ITS PREVIOUS POSITION, THE UNITED 
STATES NOW BELIEVES THERE IS "A HIGH PROBABILITY" THAT 
AMERICAN HEAVY WATER WAS USED IN PRODUCING INDIA'S 1974 
ATOMIC EXPLOSION, ACCORDING TO A LETTER FROM SECRETARY OF 
STATE HENRY A. KISSINGER RELEASED YESTERDAY. 

3. KISSINGER'S LETTER AND AN ACCOMPANYING STATE DEPARTMENT 
ANALYSIS BLAMED "INCORRECT" CALCULATIONS AND GOVERNMENT 
STATEMENTS FOR THE PREVIOUS AMERICAN POSITION THAT IT WAS 
NOT INVOLVED IN THE EXPLOSION. THE BLAST, INDIA'S FIRST, 
CREATED POLITICAL SHOCK WAVES IN NEIGHBORING STATES AND 
HEIGHTENED FEARS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD ABOUT THE SPREAD OF 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS. 
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4. CANADA PERMANENTLY TERMINATED ITS NUCLEAR COOPERATION 
WITH INDIA BECAUSE A CANADIAN SUPPLIED RESEARCH REACTOR 

WAS USED TO MAKE THE MATERIAL FOR THE INDIAN EXPLOSIVE 
DEVICE, AND BECAUSE INDIA REFUSED TO GIVE SATISFACTORY 
ASSURANCES IT WOULD NOT DO THE SAME THING AGAIN. THE U.S. 
HEAVY WATER-SUPPLIED UNDER AN AGREEMENT THAT IT WAS TO BE 
USED ONLY FOR "PEACEFUL PURPOSES" - WAS, AND MAY STILL 
BE, IN USE IN THE CANDIAN-SUPPLIED REACTOR. 

5. "HEAVY WATER" IS AN EXPENSIVE MAN-MADE CHEMICAL CON- 
TAINING MORE THAN THE NATURAL PROPORTION OF HEAVY HYDROGEN 
ATOMS FOUND IN ORDINARY WATER. IT IS ESSENTIAL TO THE 
OPERATION OF SOME TYPES OF ATOMIC REACTORS. 

6. THE LETTER FROM KISSINGER, DATED LAST MONDAY, WAS 
RELEASED YESTERDAY BY CHAIRMAN ABRAHAM A. RIBICOFF (D-CONN) 
OF THE SENATE GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS COMMITTEE, TO WHOM IT 
WAS SENT. 

7. IN AN ACCOMPANYING STATEMENT, RIBICOFF SAID HE IS 
"DEEPLY DISTURBED" BY KISSINGER'S DISCLOSURES "BECAUSE 
THEY INDICATE THAT INDIA HAS MISUSED OUR PEACEFUL NUCLEAR 
ASSISTANCE TO DEVELOP ITS VERSION OF AN ATOMIC BOMB ... 

OVER THE FORMAL OBJECTIONS OF THE UNITED STATES." 

8. THE U.S. OBJECTION HE REFERRED TO WAS A 1970 DIPLOMATIC 
NOTE DECLARING THAT U.S. NUCLEAR MATERIAL SUPPLIED FOR 
"PEACEFUL PURPOSES" SHOULD NOT BE USED FOR "PEACEFUL 
NUCLEAR EXPOLSIONS," WHICH IS WHAT INDIA CALLED ITS 1974 
UNDERGROUND BLAST. 

9. UNTIL NOW THE AMERICAN POSITION HAS BEEN THAT U.S. 

MATERIAL WAS NOT USED IN THE INDIAN EXPLOSION AND THERE- 
FORE THERE WAS NO VIOLATION OF U.S.-INDIAN AGREEMENTS. 

THE UNITED STATES HAS CONTINUED SHIPPING ESSENTIAL NUCLEAR 
FUEL TO AMERICAN-SUPPLIED POWER REACTORS AT TARAPUR, INDIA, 
UNDER AGREEMENTS THAT ARE TIGHTER THAN THOSE APPLIED TO 
THE U.S. HEAVY WATER. 
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10. THE STATE DEPARTMENT RECENTLY ASKED THE NUCLEAR 
REGULATORY COMMISSION TO APPROVE ANOTHER SHIPMENT OF 
URANIUM FUEL FOR THE TARAPUR REACTORS, DESPITE OBJECTIONS 
FROM SEVERAL U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL AND ARMS CONTROL GROUPS 
AND SOME MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 

1 1 . WHILE CONCEDING THAT U.S. HEAVY WATER PROBABLY WAS 
USED, KISSINGER SAID IN HIS LETTER THAT THE UNITED STATES 
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DOES NOT HAVE ENOUGH INFORMATION TO "CONCLUSIVELY ESTABLISH" 
THE FACT. HE SAID A "KEY FACTOR" IN THE U.S. ATTITUDE IS 
INDIAN PRODUCTION OF ITS OWN HEAVY WATER IN SUFFICIENT 
QUANTITY TO HAVE REPLACED THE AMERICAN CHEMICAL IN THE 
REACTOR THAT MADE THE EXPLOSIVE DEVICE. KISSINGER 
DID NOT CLAIM THAT THIS ACTUALLY WAS DONE. 

12. AS HIS LETTER TO RIBICOFF WAS MADE PUBLIC, KISSINGER 
WAS ARRIVING YESTERDAY IN PAKISTAN FOR AN OVERNIGHT VISIT 
THAT DEALS IN PART WITH REPERCUSSIONS OF THE 1974 INDIAN 
ATOMIC BLAST. ONE OF THE PRINCIPAL REPERCUSSIONS IS A 
NUCLEAR REPROCESSING PLANT THAT PAKISTAN PLANS TO PURCHASE 
FROM FRANCE OVER U.S. OBJECTIONS, INCLUDING A LETTER FROM 
PRESIDENT FORD TO PAKISTANI PRIME MINISTER ZULFIKAR ALI 
BHUTTO. SUCH A "REPROCESSING PLANT" WOULD BE CAPABLE OF 
MAKING BOMB MATERIAL FROM THE IRRADIATED "SPENT FUEL" OF 
CIVILIAN NUCLEAR REACTORS. 

13. THERE IS LITTLE DOUBT THAT THE PAKISTANI DRIVE WAS 
SPURRED BY THE ATOMIC BLAST OF ITS NEIGHBOR-RIVAL, INDIA. 
BHUTTO HAS VOWED THAT PAKISTAN WILL MATCH INDIA'S NUCLEAR 
CAPACITY EVEN IF PAKISTANIS HAVE "TO EAT GRASS" TO 
MOBILIZE THE RESOURCES. 

14. A PROVISION OF THE RECENT FOREIGN MILITARY AID ACT 
WOULD CUT OFF U.S. ECONOMIC AND MILITARY AID IF PAKISTAN 
GOES AHEAD WITH THE IMPORTATION OF THE FRENCH REPROCESSING 
PLANT. END TEXT. HABIB 
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